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SUBJECT: MEXICO-USSR OIL SWAP ARRANGEMENT 

1. DURING MEETING WITH SECRETARY DECEMBER 21, 1977, 

MEXICAN FOREIGN SECRETARY ROEL ASKED IF U.S. WOULD HAVE 
ANY OBJECTION TO A SWAP ARRANGEMENT WHEREBY THE USSR 
WOULD SUPPLY OIL TO SCANDINAVIA WHICH WOULD PAY 
MEXICO; AND MEXICO WOULD SUPPLY OIL TO CUBA WHICH WOULD 
PAY USSR. OBJECT OF ARRANGEMENT IS TO REDUCE TRANSPORT 
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COSTS. SECRETARY RESPONDED THAT MEXICO SHOULD FOLLOW ITS 
OWN INTERESTS IN REGARD TO THIS COMMERCIAL TRANSACTION. 

ROEL THEN ASKED IF SWAP WOULD CAUSE ANY PROBLEMS WITH 
THE U.S. SECRETARY VANCE SAID HE WOULD CHECK AND LET ROEL 
KNOW. 

2. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO REITERATE TO GOM U.S. APPRECI- 
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ATION FOR INFORMATION; AND POSITION ENUNCIATED BY SECRE- 
TARY: THAT MEXICO SHOULD FOLLOW ITS OWN INTERESTS. 

SINCE CURRENT U.S. POLICY GENERALLY PROHIBITS US NATIONAL 
OR US-CONTROLLED SUBSIDIARY INVOLVEMENT IN TRADE WITH CUBA. 

OR USE OF US DOLLAR ACCOUNTS IN SUCH TRADE, IT IS ASSUMED 

THAT GOM OIL SWAP ARRANGEMENT WOULD NOT INVOLVE US OWNED 
OR CONTROLLED VESSELS. OR FIRMS/SUBSIDIARIES AT ANY POINT. 

3. FYI - SO FAR AS WE KNOW, SIMILAR SWAP DEAL PROPOSED 
BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND USSR - WITH SOVIET OIL GOING TO 
SPAIN AND VENEZUELAN OIL TO CUBA - IS BOGGED DOWN IN 
DISAGREEMENT OVER ALLOCATION OF TRANSPORT COSTS/SAVINGS. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: OILS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 18 jan 1978 

Decaption Date: 20 Mar 2014 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE014243 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: PH BLAKEESURN:DJ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780028-0732 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 97801 48/aaaabolm. tel 

Line Count: 76 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 73f63be2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 3 jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3751919 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEXICO-USSR OIL SWAP ARRANGEMENT 
TAGS: ENRG, ETRD. EEWT, MX, UR 
To: MEXICO 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/73f63be2-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



